2nd September 2000
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Heswall MAC Golden Jubilee Celebrations

The day before HMAC's 50th Anniversary
Celebration Flying Event was due to take
place finally arrived. During the day | had
been looking at as many different weather
forecasts as possible. The TAF for Liverpool
Airport indicated that the following day
could be wet and windy, and the other Web
forecasts did not look much better. Don't
panic! - they have got it wrong before, let’s
hope they've got it wrong again.

By Friday evening | was not at all certain
that the event could go ahead as planned.
Time to watch the BBC and ITV to see if
their weather was any better. These looked
more promising with a risk of showers and
a moderate N to NE wind. No time to
waste, a quick call to Andy Tabor and
John Lee confirmed what | was already
thinking - event on as scheduled!

I had already had a phone call earlier in
the evening from Dennis Williams to say
that Steve Jones and himself would be
going down to Broken Bank to cut the
grass. No sooner had | put the receiver
down when the phone rang.... and rang
and rang and kept on ringing all evening
with people asking if the event was on! In
the end | had to record a suitable message
on my answer phone.

The Saturday got off to an early start with
a group of us erecting a gazebo and setting
up a portable generator, both loaned by
Dennis Williams. We were then able to set
up tea/coffee making facilities, which
provided free hot drinks for everyone
during the day.

By 10:45 the car parks were already
getting full, and by midday it was
becoming difficult to find a suitable place
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to park. At one point
someone said they
had counted over 80
cars on the site.

John Lee had
produced a 'signing-in
book' which most
members, ex-members
and guests signed; he
also posted on the
noticeboard several
messages of good
wishes from former
members who were
unable to attend.

Some of the models
that had been brought
to the site caused a
lot of interest. For
example Ray Slack
flew a large Laser 200
he had bought from
Sam Youde, powered
by a flat twin petrol
engine that he had
manufactured from two Zenoah 62cc
engines. The cylinders, pistons, conrods
and carburettors were the original Zenoah
items, but he had made a new crankcase
and modified one of the original
crankshafts and crankweb to produce the
twin. He has named the engine a
“Twinnoah 124 GSS” (the GSS standing for
“Garden Shed Special”), and it was happily
turning a 26 by 14 propeller.

Ray Jones, Martyn Thatcher, Vic Steel and
Alan Miller of Clwyd Soaring Association
flew a trio of gliders - a 1/5™" scale Grunau
Baby, a 4 metre span Alpina and a 14ft
span Rhonsegler Ka6E - that were aero-
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Ron Sweeney helps Ray Slack to fire up the “Twinnoah 124" petrol
engine on Ray’s large Laser 200.

towed with large tug aircraft. The tugs were
similar in appearance to Mega Wots and
powered by Zenoah 62s. These gliders
gave several aerobatic demonstrations of
how to convert one type of energy into
another, which surprised many people
(especially those on the strip), when one of
them did a very fast and very low pass.

It was a shame that Paul Heckles was
unable to attend the event, but Ray Jones
made up for that with a splendid display of
low-altitude prop-hanging with his glider
tug.... made all the more impressive by the
fact that he had the Rhonsegler on tow at

Steve Roberts’ Acro Wot aerotows Bob Crossley’s “HMAC 1950 - 2000” banner along the flying strip.
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